Visit to the Middle Temple 
Wednesday 25th April 2012
Following the study day on silver In November with Ian Pickford, we have arranged a day at the Middle Temple to look at some of the superb collection of silver not normally seen by the general public. The Middle Temple is one of the four Inns of Court exclusively entitled to call its members to the English Bar as barristers. It is believed that the Inns were established by the early 14th century. The name derives from the Knights Templar, who had been in possession of the site for 150 years. The origins of the Inn trace from two roots: the occupation of the Knights and the replacement of priestly lawyers by a lay profession. In early days the Inns functioned as hostels and schools for student lawyers and still today the involvement of the Inn in the education of barristers is as important as ever. The Middle Temple Hall was built in 1562-73 and remains virtually unchanged with double-hammer beam roof carved from oak from Windsor Forest. The Temple Church still stands as an extra-diocesan church of the Inner and Middle Temples.
We shall start the day with a guided tour of the Middle Temple, learning of its history and functions and including seeing the magnificent Hall. Then we shall go to visit the Temple Church, situated nearby. The Church is in two parts: the Round and the Chancel. The Round Church was designed to resemble the Church of the Holy Sepulchre in Jerusalem. We shall then return to the Middle Temple for lunch, which will be a 3-course meal, sitting, we hope, at the table reputedly given to the Middle Temple by Queen Elizabeth I. Ian Pickford will join us for lunch and then afterwards show us a selection of the silver owned by the Middle Temple.
We shall meet at 10.30 am close to the Middle temple and we anticipate the day will finish at approximately 15.30 pm. Further details will be provided nearer the time.
The cost of this day will be £48.00 per person. Numbers are limited and places will be allocated in order, so if you would like to join this visit please complete the slip below and return it to Mrs Ros Taylor, Blake's Farm, Halse, Taunton TA4 3AG. Cheques should be made payable to NADFAS SW Area (visits). If you have any queries do contact me on 01823 433871 or email rostay@btinternet.com .
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